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Instrumentation
Flute & bass flute
Oboe & english horn
Clarinet & bass clarinet in Bb

Horn in F
Trumpetin C
Trombone

Harp
Piano

Percussion |

- 2 almglocken, suspended cymbal, tam-tam, bass drum, vibraphone, marimba (4 octave)
Percussion I

- 2 gongs (C and G), snare drum, 2 toms, marimba (4 octave)

bow, wire brush, powerballs, rattle mallets, plus assorted regular beaters and mallets

Violin |
Violin Il
Viola

Cello
Contrabass

Score transposed
duration 16 minutes

Performance Notes

Woodwind

wind sound: indicated by diamond-shape note head, this should mostly contain air sound, with the colour of the pitch;
also double tongue on wind sounds

double trill: players trill both a semitone and a whole-tone above the indicated pitch, must be irregular and slightly
chaotic. Avoid playing any frm of patterns.

Brass
wind sound: indicated by diamond-shape note head, there should be some colour inflection, with a relative phrase
gesture

Strings

wind sound: indicated by slashed note head, place hand (rather than a single finger) lightly on the indicated string
around the pitch area (not on a harmonic, producing and un-pitched wind-like sound; gliss. etc. indicates a
movement up or down the string as indicated, producing various harmonic colours within the wind sound.

Piano

As the ensemble performs bar 465-467, the player must quietly place sheets of regular paper over the strings
indicated in the score's bar 465, at a distance of 5 cm from hammers, then an app. 25 cm wide, weighty cloth the
hold the paper down and muffle the sound somewhat. This preparation of the piano is used in the bars bars 477-552,
and the sound must mix and balance with the two marimbas that perform their parts pp with rattle mallets.

Program Notes

'Slonk’ is a reference to voracious appetite, and the work contrasts and reconciles intense contractions of fast
pulsations and stabbing phrases with the vast extensions of atmospheric textures and indefinite gestures, as if two
worlds were engaged in an act of mutual consumption.

Sensuous appeal is always at the fore, right from the opening music’s airy fabric that resides between pitch and
windy sounds, as it is elicited through a variety of unorthodox playing techniques. Subtle pitches that stand out within
the nebulous presence hints at things to come and the sudden and persistent burst of running notes energise the
entire ensemble, as strings and percussion engage in spurious accents as woodwind and brass disrupt, topple and
contradict the unyielding rhythm that propel the music forward. Darker colours set in, and the music is finally forced
into a different space, when a tempo modulation has the piano set the tone for the proceedings with some solid,
rolling chordal figurations. Gradually the music dissolves into a sombre mist not unlike the opening passage, and the
music further disintegrates into atmospheric noise and dismembered phrases as the piano descents int its lowest
range. After reaching a low point in energy, the music slowly begins to coalesce into pulsating echoes of its former
states, as shades of light hesitantly enters.
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