
SLONK
Lars	Graugaard

2017

for	El	Grup	Instrumental	de	Valencia
and	Joan	Cervero

commissioned	with	support	from
The	Danish	Arts	Foundation



Instrumentation
Flute	&	bass	flute
Oboe	&	english	horn
Clarinet	&	bass	clarinet	in	Bb

Horn	in	F
Trumpet	in	C
Trombone

Harp
Piano

Percussion	I
-	2	almglocken,	suspended	cymbal,	tam-tam,	bass	drum,	vibraphone,	marimba	(4	octave)

Percussion	II
-	2	gongs	(C	and	G),	snare	drum,	2	toms,	marimba	(4	octave)

bow,	wire	brush,	powerballs,	rattle	mallets,	plus	assorted	regular	beaters	and	mallets

Violin	I
Violin	II
Viola
Cello
Contrabass

Score	transposed
duration	16	minutes

Performance	Notes

Woodwind
wind	sound:	indicated	by	diamond-shape	note	head,	this	should	mostly	contain	air	sound,	with	the	colour	of	the	pitch;
also	double	tongue	on	wind	sounds
double	trill:	players	trill	both	a	semitone	and	a	whole-tone	above	the	indicated	pitch,	must	be	irregular	and	slightly
chaotic.	Avoid	playing	any	frm	of	patterns.			

Brass
wind	sound:	indicated	by	diamond-shape	note	head,	there	should	be	some	colour	inflection,	with	a	relative	phrase
gesture

Strings
wind	sound:	indicated	by	slashed	note	head,	place	hand	(rather	than	a	single	finger)	lightly	on	the	indicated	string
around	the	pitch	area	(not	on	a	harmonic,	producing	and	un-pitched	wind-like	sound;	gliss.	etc.	indicates	a
movement	up	or	down	the	string	as	indicated,	producing	various	harmonic	colours	within	the	wind	sound.

Piano
As	the	ensemble	performs	bar	465-467,	the	player	must	quietly	place	sheets	of	regular	paper	over	the	strings
indicated	in	the	score's	bar	465,	at	a	distance	of	5	cm	from	hammers,	then	an	app.	25	cm	wide,	weighty	cloth	the
hold	the	paper	down	and	muffle	the	sound	somewhat.	This	preparation	of	the	piano	is	used	in	the	bars	bars	477-552,
and	the	sound	must	mix	and	balance	with	the	two	marimbas	that	perform	their	parts	pp	with	rattle	mallets.

Program	Notes

’Slonk’	is	a	reference	to	voracious	appetite,	and	the	work	contrasts	and	reconciles	intense	contractions	of	fast
pulsations	and	stabbing	phrases	with	the	vast	extensions	of	atmospheric	textures	and	indefinite	gestures,	as	if	two
worlds	were	engaged	in	an	act	of	mutual	consumption.	

Sensuous	appeal	is	always	at	the	fore,	right	from	the	opening	music’s	airy	fabric	that	resides	between	pitch	and
windy	sounds,	as	it	is	elicited	through	a	variety	of	unorthodox	playing	techniques.	Subtle	pitches	that	stand	out	within
the	nebulous	presence	hints	at	things	to	come	and	the	sudden	and	persistent	burst	of	running	notes	energise	the
entire	ensemble,	as	strings	and	percussion	engage	in	spurious	accents	as	woodwind	and	brass	disrupt,	topple	and
contradict	the	unyielding	rhythm	that	propel	the	music	forward.	Darker	colours	set	in,	and	the	music	is	finally	forced
into	a	different	space,	when	a	tempo	modulation	has	the	piano	set	the	tone	for	the	proceedings	with	some	solid,
rolling	chordal	figurations.	Gradually	the	music	dissolves	into	a	sombre	mist	not	unlike	the	opening	passage,	and	the
music	further	disintegrates	into	atmospheric	noise	and	dismembered	phrases	as	the	piano	descents	int	its	lowest
range.	After	reaching	a	low	point	in	energy,	the	music	slowly	begins	to	coalesce	into	pulsating	echoes	of	its	former
states,	as	shades	of	light	hesitantly	enters.
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pizz.

pizz.

wind	sound,	the	various	%ngerings	producing
slight	change	in	colour	of	the	sound

con	sord.	(tissue	mute)

play	on	air,	the	various	%ngerings	producing
slight	change	in	colour	of	the	air	sound

rhythmic	tongue	+utter	on	slightly	changing	wind	sounds

rhythmic	tongue	+utter	on	slightly	changing	wind	sounds

rhythmic	tongue	+utter	on	slightly	changing	wind	sounds

-	1	big	almglocken
-	1	bigger	almglocken
-	susp.	cymbal
-	tam-tam
-	bass	drum

wire	brush	on	bass	drum,
move	across	surface,	to	produce	subtle	sound	in+ections

-	smaller	gong	(C)
-	larger	gong	(G)
-	snare	drum
-	medium	tom
-	large	tom

pedal	clash:	hold	pedal	half-way
between	F	and	F#	

(let	ring)

Right	hand	within	piano:	
press	the	base	of	the	string	with	%nger
and	release	on	attack	of	F#-G	in	left	hand

II I

III II

III II sul	pont.,	tip	of	bow

sul	pont.,	tip	of	bow

SLONK
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2

(mute)

drag	Superball	across
S.D.	skin,	snares	on

legatissimo,	no	accents	except	sfz	indications
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                            
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                                    


                                    


                                    

                                    
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                    
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                                   
      

                                    
      
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                                        
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                                       

                                       

                                      

                         
                          
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    
                                        

    
                                         

   
                                               

     
                                                     

 
                

                                   
                  


        


              

              
    


                                            


                                                   


                                                 

                                          

     
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






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                                                   

                                                   

                                                   

                      

       
                                          

                                              


                      

                           
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                                     

                                        

                                     

  
                   

                      


                

                            

 
                  


                        

   
    


  

          

                                                              

                                                               

                                                     

 
                                                    


                                                      
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            

            

            

                


                 

                            

 
                                    

           

 
                                            

         
 

                                                         

      
                                                  

                                             

                                             

                                              
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
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Bass	Clarinet

-	1	big	almglocken
-	1	bigger	almglocken
-	susp.	cymbal
-	tam-tam
-	bass	drum

Superballs
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       






















   

     
 

   

             

   

             
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










Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Tbn

Hp

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.



                                            

     

             

     
                                          

     
                                           

   
                       

   
                       

                                   

                                   

     






















    

       

    

           

    

           

( )
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










Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Tbn

Hp

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

  

   
                               

     

                          

     
                                

     
                                          

   
                   

                      

                                   

                                   

     






















   

     

   

           

   

           
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










Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Tbn

Hp

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.



 
                   

      

   
                 

      
                   

      
                                                      

 
             

 
             

                                         

                                         

             






















di mi nuen

di mi

di mi

di mi

 

  

 

             

 

             
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














Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

F	F.	Hn

Tbn

Hp

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.



 

 
                   
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bass	drum:	one	hand	back	and	forth	tremolo	strokes	w.	
wire	brush,	other	hand	slowly	sliding	Superball;	allow	for
suf%cient	irregularity	so	as	not	to	become	monotonous

dynamics	oscilate
from	pp	to	mp…

toms:	slide	crotales	back	and	forth;
allow	for	suf%cient	irregularity	so	as	
not	to	become	monotonous

dynamics	oscilate
from	pp	to	mp…
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strict	rhythm,	but	no	accents
and	very	softly,	as	if	blurred
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grasp	strings	with	left	hand	
around	the	pitch	area,	to	produce
an	un-pitched	wind	sound.

grasp	strings	with	left	hand	
around	the	pitch	area,	to	produce
an	un-pitched	wind	sound.
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sul	pont.
punta	d’arco

play	the	%ngerings	on	wind	sound,
producing	slight	change	in	wind	colour

play	the	%ngerings	on
wind	sound,	producing	
slight	change	in	wind	colour

grasp	strings	with	left	hand	
around	the	pitch	area,	to	produce
an	un-pitched	wind	sound.
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392 To	Bass	Flute

low	multiphonic	trill

low	multiphonic	trill

Bass	Drum,	soft	beaters

(non	dim.)

ord.--->	sul	pont. ord.--->	sul	pont. ord.--->

P

P
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sul	pont.
ord.--->	sul	pont.
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sul	pont.
+autando

sul	pont.
+autando

sul	pont.
+autando

sul	pont.
+autando

sul	pont.

grad.	into--> wind	sound

double	tongue	on	wind	sound

wind	sound

double	tongue	on	wind	sound

rhythmic	articulation	on	wind	sounds,
wind	'contour'	as	suggested

rhythmic	articulation	on	wind	sounds,
wind	'contour'	as	suggested

rhythmic	articulation	on	wind	sounds,
wind	'contour'	as	suggested

Superball	jump/slide
across	tam-tam;	let	ring

(gongs)
let	ring

pluck	string	and	
gliss.	w.	tuning	key

let	ring

damped	sounds
(sons	étouffés)

piano:	hold	sustain	pedal	down	and	tap	with	%ngertips	
on	strings	inside	piano	between	tuning	pins	and	hammers,
resulting	in	a	rhythmic	rumble;	retain	as	much	as	possible
the	character	from	the	preceeding	section

always	in	the	background,
always	present…

always	let	ring…

vary	the	hitting	point
across	the	strings…

sul	pont.,	grad.	into--------> wind	sound

71SLONK

















B.	Fl.

B.	Cl.

Bsn

F	F.	Hn

Tpt

Tbn

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

                                        

                                    

  
                                   

                    

                        

             

  

                           
  

                                                                        

     
                                             

                                                      





















  


  



   

   

 




   

426

72 SLONK

















B.	Fl.

Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Bsn

F	F.	Hn

Tpt

Tbn

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

                                      

                              

                              


             

               

                

           

 
                  

                                                              


                          

                                       























 

  


 

   

 

 



 

429

73SLONK

















B.	Fl.

Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Bsn

F	F.	Hn

Tpt

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

                    


                 

                                     


                   

   

  

 
    

              

                                                  

                                 

                                        





















 

 

    



431

74 SLONK

















B.	Fl.

Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Bsn

F	F.	Hn

Tpt

Tbn

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

                                       

  
                                  

                             

 
                      

               

                

           

 
           

       

                                                   

                                               

                                         

























  




   

 

   



433

75SLONK

















B.	Fl.

Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Bsn

F	F.	Hn

Tpt

Tbn

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

D.	B.

  
                          


                

                                   


                        

              

               

           

 
                  

                              

                                                   

                                           

   



























   



  




  



435

sul.	pont.,	grad.	into	---->

76 SLONK




















B.	Fl.

Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Bsn

F	F.	Hn

Tpt

Perc.	1

Perc.	2

Hp

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.



      
                                                       

 
                        
                                                

                                        

   
  

           

     

  
             

 
     

                                     

   
                                  

                                   

                                           

                                






















 

 

 

 

   
 

 

  

 

437

sul	pont.

sul	pont.

let	ring

let	ring

pluck	string	and	
gliss.	w.	tuning	key let	ring damped	sounds

(sons	étouffés)

wind	sound

Q

Q

77SLONK














Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Bsn

Hp

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

  
                                            

 
                                                         

                                     

  
                                  

  
     

                                                                              

                                                 

                                                     

                        

                                        





















 

    

  

   


439

grad.	into------------> low	multiphonic,
as	soft	as	possible

grad.	into------------>
low	multiphonic,
as	soft	as	possible

double	tongue	
on	wind	sound

grad.	into--->

78 SLONK

















Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Bsn

F	F.	Hn

Tpt

Tbn

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

 
                          

            


 

                

                 

            

  

              
          

                                                                                 

                                              

                                                     





















  

  


 


 

  

442

low	multiphonic,
as	soft	as	possible

79SLONK












Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

 
                                     

  
                                          

  
                

         

                                                                        

                                                              

                                                     













 



   



445










Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

   
                                

    
                                              

  
                 

      

                                                               

                                                        

                                                             













 



   

 

448

80 SLONK












B.	Fl.

Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

       
                                                                    
      


          

   

                    

            



                                   

                                     
                                    

              

       



















   
 

        

  

451

To	Oboe

To	Clarinet	in	B♭

R

R





B.	Fl.

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

         
                                                                                

   

              

                 

                
                          

                                                

                                                

                              

           














      
    

        


    

455

81SLONK







B.	Fl.

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

       
                                                                                           

   

         
                       

                             
                                    

                                                   

                         

        














    
  

          

    

459

82 SLONK














B.	Fl.

Perc.	1

Perc.	2

Hp

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.



 
                                                       


            

      

         

  
   

                 

  
                               

 
                                        

                                      

                                        

  
      



















  



   

     

   

( )

463 To	Flute

sul	pont.

let	ring

let	ring

pluck	string	and	
gliss.	w.	tuning	key let	ring

quietly	place	paper,	then	a	25	cm
wide,	weighty	cloth	over	the	indicated
strings,	5	cm	from	hammers

sul	pont.,	grad.	into	---> wind	sound

S

S

83SLONK







Hp

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

 
                      

                                          

                                          

                                 

                                       

                                                             













   

 

 

466

ord.

damped	sounds
(sons	étouffés)










Perc.	1

Perc.	2

Hp

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.




        

    

  
   
                       

 
                                                                      

     
                                                    

                                                    

                                                             

                                     













  

   

   

  




sub.

468

sul	pont.

let	ring

let	ring

gliss.	w.	tuning	key let	ring

wind	sound sul	pont.,	grad.	into-----> wind	sound

84 SLONK












Perc.	1

Perc.	2

Hp

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

      
    

 
                      

                                                            

                         

                                   

                                       

                                                  













 

   

 

 

471

ord.

damped	sounds
(sons	étouffés)





Hp

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

 
                   

                                                           
                              

                                    

                                     

                                                   











 

   



sub.

473

ord.
wind	sound

85SLONK




















Fl.

Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Bsn

F	F.	Hn

Tpt

Tbn

Perc.	1

Perc.	2

Hp

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

 
 
 


 













    

    

    
     

          
                      

          

                           

                          

   
 

                      

   
                          



                            
                                            
                                

    
                    

                                      
























  

Fast	and	quiet, 	=	130

Fast	and	quiet, 	=	130

475 Flute

Oboe

Clarinet	in	B♭

pizz.

double	trill

double	trill

double	trill

ord.,	double	trill

(no	sync.	between	players'	individual
notes	in	feathered	beaming)

wind	sound,
approximate	'phrase'-gesture

(no	sync.	between	players'	individual
notes	in	feathered	beaming)

rattle	mallets,
very	smooth,	no	accents

Marimba

rattle	mallets,
very	smooth,	no	accents

Marimba

col	vcl

very	smooth,	no	accents
paper	and	cloth	over	strings	(see	bar	465)

gradually	more	sul	pont.
and	+autando,	until	bar	477

quasi	jeté,	col	arpa
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Vln	2

Vla
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D.	B.
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   
 


 





   

               

               

               

                

                                 

                       

                                 

                                          
                                           

    
        


         

    
                                         

                              
                      
                    

                                                                
               































479 double	trill

double	trill

double	trill

double	trill
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               
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  
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     
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                                                     

                                                     

       
                                                  
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    


                   






















 

Wide	and	Slow, 	=	40

Wide	and	Slow, 	=	40
























553 English	Horn

(soft	mute)

hit	low	strings	w.	(palm	of)	hand,
always	let	ring

sul	tasto,	grad.	into	----->>
sul	pont.,	grad.	into	----->>

sul	pont.,
grad.	to	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

(ord.)
grad.	into	-->>

wind	sound,
bow	tremolo
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









Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

F	F.	Hn

Tbn

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

  

   

                                   

   






  




 







 

 

                     

              

       
                    
















      
554

double	tongue	on	wind	sound

sul	tasto,	grad.	into	----->> sul	pont.

sul	pont. grad.	into	----->>

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

wind	sound,	"wind	gliss.",
on	open	strings	III	&	IV
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









Fl.

Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

F	F.	Hn

Tbn

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

 

                                                   

  
           

  
 

       

                 

           

              
       
                  


















 



       555

wind	sound double	tongue	on	wind	sound

sul	tasto,	grad.	into	----->> sul	pont.

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>
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









Fl.

Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

F	F.	Hn

Tbn

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

D.	B.




                                        

   

   


   

 
    

   
           

              
                    
















 

    
556

ord.

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>
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









Fl.

Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

F	F.	Hn

Tbn

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

 



                                    

  

         

 
 





  


   


 

            

              


      

   


















 

   
557

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>
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









Fl.

Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Bsn

F	F.	Hn

Tbn

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.
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 

                               

   

 
   

    

  
         


           

               

             

        

                   




















  


  

( )

558

double	trill	(on	wind	sound)

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>
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













Fl.

B.	Cl.

Bsn

F	F.	Hn

Tbn

Perc.	1

Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.
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  

 


    




   

 
                                     

                                        

 
 

   


 

                           

                    























  


    


   
  

    





559

wind	sound

-	1	big	almglocken
-	1	bigger	almglocken
-	susp.	cymbal
-	tam-tam
-	bass	drum

wire	brush	on	bass	drum,
move	across	surface,	to	produce	subtle	sound	in+ections

ord.,	espressivo
sul	pont.

ord.,	espressivo sul	pont.

ord.

X

X
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Fl.

Eng.	Hn

B.	Cl.

Bsn

F	F.	Hn

Tbn
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Pno

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.
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double	trill	(on	wind	sound)

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

wind	sound,
"wind	gliss."	on	open	strings
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punta	d’arco

ord.,	espressivo
sul	pont.

ord.,	espressivo sul	pont.
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double	trill	(on	wind	sound)

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>

sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

wind	sound,
"wind	gliss."	on	open	strings
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punta	d’arco

ord.,	espressivo
sul	pont.

ord.,	espressivo sul	pont.

ord.

Y

Y
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sul	pont.,
grad.	into	----->>
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sul	tasto,
grad.	into	----->>

wind	sound,
"wind	gliss."	on	open	strings
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